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What is the Science IDEAS Project?
· Science IDEAS is a six-year (2002-2008) National Science Foundation-funded project designed to study the process of building school capacity to sustain and increase school implementation of the Science IDEAS Model in Broward and Palm Beach School Districts
· Science IDEAS is implemented school-wide in grades 3-5 
· Science IDEAS involves a week-long teacher professional development institute and school-year follow through pd (see also Project Requirements)
· The Science IDEAS Project goals are: (1) To accelerate student achievement in science, reading comprehension, and writing; (2) To better prepare students for success in high school and beyond; and (3) To help school systems develop the capacity to sustain and scale-up the Science IDEAS Model through the establishment of Model Schools
What is the Science IDEAS Instructional Model?
· The Science IDEAS Model builds meaningful understanding in science and reading comprehension during a daily 1 ½ -2-hour instructional block that includes a variety of activities focused on in-depth science learning.  Meaningful understanding (comprehension) always involves accessing prior conceptual knowledge and cumulatively organizing and re-organizing knowledge as new concepts are learned. 
The major emphases are for students to:

· “Learn more about what is being learned” (reading multiple sources and multiple experiences including hands-on activities and inquiry)
· Organize knowledge learned as a foundation for success in future learning

· In the context of meaningful science learning, students are engaged in:

· hands-on science activities (as inquiry)
· frequent guided reading for deep understanding (comprehension)
· journaling activities and writing-to-learn
· concept mapping for organizing knowledge, comprehension and writing (and for teacher curriculum planning - See Evaporation Concept Map)
· projects to further increase science learning and reading comprehension
· Students are motivated to read and to learn science!

What is the research-base for the Science IDEAS Model?

· Research-based publications: Journal of Research in Science Teaching-1992; International Journal of Science Education-2001
· Our research has been cited in the National Reading Panel and many other sources
· Our initial research (conducted in Broward County) indicated that regular and at-risk students in Science IDEAS schools made significant gains in reading comprehension and science when measured using the ITBS and MAT
For More Information See Our Website
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